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I was stopped on the street recently by a member of our flock 

and was asked, "Rabbi, my close friend is overburdened and in 

great pain with many of life's challenges, what can I do to help”?  

My response was "sometimes in life the best thing we can do for 

a friend in need, is say a prayer for them". Let me explain with a 

short parable. "Prayers on an Island"... 

A voyaging ship was wrecked during a storm at sea and only two of the men on it 

were able to swim to a small, desert like island.  

The two survivors, not knowing what else to do, agree that they had no other 

recourse but to pray to G-d. 

However, to find out whose prayer was more powerful, they agreed to divide the 

territory between them and stay on opposite sides of the island. The first thing 

they prayed for was food. The next morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing tree 

on his side of the land, and he was able to eat its fruit. The other man's parcel of 

land remained barren. 

 After a week, the first man was lonely and he decided to pray for a wife. The next 

day, another ship was wrecked, and the only survivor was a woman who swam to 

his side of the land. On the other side of the island, there was nothing. Soon the 

first man prayed for a shelter, clothes, more food. The next day, like magic, all of 

these were given to him. However, the second man still had nothing. 

 Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that he and his wife could leave the 

island. In the morning, he found a ship docked at his side of the island. The first 

man boarded the ship with his wife and decided to leave the second man on the 

island. He considered the other man unworthy to receive G-d's blessings, since 

none of his prayers had been answered. 

 As the ship was about to leave, the first man heard a voice from heaven booming, 

"Why are you leaving your companion on the island?" 



 "My blessings are mine alone, since I was the one who prayed for them," the first 

man answered. "His prayers were all unanswered and so he does not deserve 

anything." 

 "You are mistaken!" the voice rebuked him. "He had only one prayer, which I 

answered. If not for that, you would not have received any of my blessings."  "Tell 

me," the first man asked the voice, "What did he pray for that I should owe him 

anything?" 

 "He prayed that all your prayers be answered." ....End of parable. 

 For all we know, our blessings are not the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of 

another praying for us. 

 Remember, when you bring sunshine to the lives of others, you can't keep it from 

yourself. 

 My prayer for you today is that the Lord answers all your prayers. Amen.  

 Some points to ponder re: faith and prayer in our lives......Just a little something 

to keep your heart smiling and your brain thinking.  

  Funny how long it takes to serve G-d for an hour, but how quickly a team plays 

60 minutes of basketball. Funny how long a couple of hours spent at prayer feel, 

but how short the same hours are, when watching a ball game.  

Funny how people can't think of anything to say when they pray, but don't have 

difficulty thinking of things to talk about to a friend.  

 Funny how hard it is to read an extra chapter in prayer, but how easy it is to read 

100 pages of a bestselling novel. 

 Funny how people want to get a front seat at any game or concert, but scramble 

to get a back seat at worship services?(sound familiar?) 

Funny how hard it is for people to learn a simple Psalm well enough to tell others, 

but how simple it is for the same people to understand and repeat gossip.  



Funny how people believe what the newspaper says, but question what the Bible 

says.  

Funny how everyone wants to go to heaven provided they do not have to believe, 

or to think, or to say, or do anything.  

FUNNY, ISN'T IT?   

Spread the Word and give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and there is plenty 

for what to be thankful for. 

And here are a few more.... 

You don't have to be great to start but you have to start to be great. 

Your input determines your outlook. Your outlook determines your output. Your 

output determines your future. 

The key to everything is patience. You get a chicken by hatching an egg, not by 

smashing it. 

Hurry up and be patient. The sooner you are patient, the easier your life will 

become. When you are patient, you can relax and enjoy the ride. So quickly, hurry 

up and be patient. Only God is in a position to look down on anyone. 

A good example is the best sermon. The best sermons are lived not preached. 

Life is not the number of breathes you take. Life is the number of moments that 

take your breath away. 

You make a living by what you get. You make a life by what you give. 

Thanks for all that you do, your work is noble and sacred. Our City couldn't survive 

without you. 
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May G-d bless you and keep you safe. Amen! 
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